
We asked  you to tell us — in your own words — why you 

support building a new sanctuary. Chris Kocurek is active in 

our church family: a Knight, a lector at daily Mass, a member of 

the pastoral council, and most recently, director of the men’s 

ACTS retreat:  

“I 
was one of the folks who thought, ‘Why do we need

a new church? The church is in great condition.’ Af-

ter I attended a few of the capital campaign meetings 

and heard about the amount of money the Parish is spending  

just to maintain the building, I was shocked and couldn’t believe 

it. We are dumping  massive amounts of money into mainte-

nance, rather than improvements.  

“In all honesty, I didn't know if I was going to contribute 

initially because I didn’t know if my family was going to stay in 

Deer Park. We had plans to potentially move to Austin. I 

thought,  ‘Why do I need to contribute to a church I am not 

going to be part of in the foreseeable future?’  

Not too long after the campaign started, I received horrible 

news that I had been diagnosed with a rare cancer of the appen-

dix. Stage 4. I thought, ‘I definitely can’t help now. I need this 

money to pay for the medical costs that were set to ensue. And 

what happens if I die? My wife and kids will need this money to 

pay the bills.’ 

After a ton of prayer, what I came to realize was that these 

were just excuses. My family and I and could make it work and 

contribute to this campaign to help build a new sanctuary for  
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‘I can only control what’s  

in front of me. God has the rest.’ 

Goal: $3 million  

As we begin Year 3  

of our capital campaign: 

Total amount pledged: 

$1,018,032.00 

Total amount paid: 

$668.897.31 

Total number of participants  

427 of  estimated 1,600 families 

Average participant pledge: 

$2,384.15 

We ask each family 

to give to its own ability. 



our St. Hyacinth family. We made our pledge and I 

am so thankful we did.  

Since then, God has provided many blessings. 

He has not only provided for my family through 

financial help and supporting love from our family 

and friends, but also comforting Love in His arms 

as I battle this cancer with multiple intensive sur-

geries and chemotherapy treatments.  

Through these hardships, I came to realize that 

I can only control what’s in front of me. God has 

the rest. I trusted in God and knew he would help 

and provide for whatever we needed for tomor-

row. I am positive He will do the same for you as 

you discern your own giving. Please consider con-

tributing  to the campaign and help build the faith, 

family, and future of St. Hyacinth.” 

Thanks, 

Chris Kocurek  

† 

Please keep the Kocureks in your prayers. … Like Chris, we believe the Holy Spirit is in charge.  

To remind, our goal is to raise $3 million — approximately half the cost of an estimated $6 million 

sanctuary.  The remainder will be funded by a long-term, low-interest loan from the Archdiocese. The 

longer it takes, the more expensive it will be.   

Like Chris, we also believe that when we do God’s work, God gives us the graces we need to succeed. 

Jan & Jim Townsend, co-chairs of Our Sanctuary… Our Home 

 

“Our challenge is great, but so too is our faith — a faith that has carried our 

church for a half  a century. Just as the saints of  the past took leaps of  faith, 

preparing the way for future generations, so too will we take a leap of  faith, im-

agining and building a vital St. Hyacinth for the next fifty years and beyond. 

Together we will continue Building faith Family and the future. …  

Our Sanctuary…. Our Home.” — Father Reginald 
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Chris Kocurek  and his wife, April, with their son, Zack, and 

daughter, Zoe. 


